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And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and 

good deeds.  Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the 

habit of doing, but let us encourage one another.    Hebrews 10:24-25 
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n the history of Sauk-Prairie EFC, we’ve grown from a small church (200 

people or less) into what we are today—a medium sized church (200-400 

people).  Gary McIntosh in his book, One Size Doesn’t Fit All, makes the 

excellent point that what works well in a small church may not work for a 

medium sized church.  As a church grows in size, it must change its structure 

and organization in order to keep pace.  Nowhere does this dynamic manifest 

itself more clearly than how people get connected and develop intimate 

relationships in various sized churches.  

   When a church is small, welcoming new people and developing deeper 

connections just happens.  But as a church grows beyond the 200 barrier, 

something strange takes place.  Long-time attendees begin feeling disconnected.  

They’ll say, ―I don’t feel like I know anyone anymore.‖  Newcomers will 

struggle to find a place they can call their own.  And slowly but surely, people 

will begin to slip out the back door… 

   This is why small groups become increasingly essential in a medium sized 

church.  Small groups address the problem of numbers by breaking the large 

group down into manageable cells.  It’s next to impossible to develop intimate 

and meaningful connections with 200+ people.  But it is manageable to get to 

know 12! 

   So… it’s that time of year again!  It’s time to consider joining a Sermon-Based 

Small Group.  I’m asking you, for the sake of your own spiritual health, to 

consider joining one of our Sermon-Based Small Groups this fall.  And, if 

you’ve been wondering just how our groups work here at Sauk-Prairie, here are 

answers to some commonly asked questions. 

 

What is a Sermon-Based Small Group? 

   A Sermon-Based Small Group is a small group made up of 8-12 people who 

meet weekly (or every other week) to study, share, and support one another in 

their Christian lives.  A normal meeting lasts for an hour and a half followed by 

light refreshments. 

   The studies are based on the previous Sunday’s sermon text.  Our small groups 

are built on what we call a ―Lecture-Lab‖ model.  If you imagine the weekend 

sermon as a lecture on Christian living, then the small group meeting is a lab 
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12 or 200? 
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where you get to roll up your sleeves and discuss how Sunday’s sermon works 

out in real life.  Each week there will be a series of Bible passages and questions 

to study and complete before your meeting.  This preparation usually takes 

about thirty minutes. 

Why join a Sermon-Based Small Group at Sauk-Prairie?   
   Sermon-Based Small Groups encourage genuine spiritual vitality through the 

intimacy of the small group setting.  Small groups offer meaningful Christian 

support and fellowship—all within the framework of Biblical truth.  When you 

join a Sermon-Based Small Group, you are no longer alone in your walk with 

God. 
 

How do I join a group? 

   There will be an open enrollment period during the Sunday services of 

September 6
th

, 12
th

, and 19
th

.  Simply check out the sign-up table in the foyer or 

look through our Sermon-Based Small Group booklet to identify a group that 

interests you, and works with your schedule, and then sign up!  After this, the 

leader will call to notify you of the group’s start-up date. 
 

Do I need to sign up if I am already in a group? 

   Yes.  The idea of holding an open sign-up period is to allow everyone a fresh 

start!  If you desire to remain in the same group, simply sign up for that same 

group.  An open sign-up allows us to better assimilate newcomers into our 

church family and offers existing group members an easy opportunity to join a 

different group. 
 

What is the difference between a “Multi-Generational” group and a “Life-

Stage Focused” group? 

A Multi-Generational group is a group that intentionally seeks a mixture of 

people from different ages and life stages.  A ―Life-Stage Focused‖ group is a 

group that intentionally seeks to incorporate only those of a particular life-stage. 
   
What is the required commitment? 

Joining a Sermon-Based Small Group requires a commitment to attend the 

weekly (or every other week) meetings and a willingness to do the homework 

ahead of time.  Obviously, allowances are made for sickness, vacation, and work 

conflicts… but not much else.  Commitment is the key to receiving the benefits 

of joining a small group. 
 

How long is the commitment? 

Our Sermon-Based Small Groups operate on a one-year cycle.  Some meet from 

September through May, while others continue through the summer as well. 
 

When and where do they meet? 

Sermon-Based Small Groups meet on various nights of the week in the homes of 

those who are willing to host the group.  (This is sometimes done on a rotating 

basis as well.)  
 

What about childcare? 

We leave it up to each group to work out their own childcare.  Sometimes it 

works best for families to share a sitter or swap childcare with another family 



whose Sermon-Based Small Group meets on a different night. 
 

Who should I call if I have any other questions? 
You may contact Pastor Dwight Pulsfus at the church office (608-643-6064). 

 

Who will be leading the Sermon-Based Small Groups? 

There are a number of Sermon-Based Small Groups that have been scheduled 

for the 2009-2010 year.  The group leaders are featured below along with the 

small group format, day and time of meeting, location, and contact information 

for each group. 

 

 
 

oy and Hildur were both raised on farms in northern Wisconsin (near 

Lake Superior).  They have been married for 49 years and have lived in 

Prairie du Sac for 30 years.  They have one daughter and three sons -- 

and 14 grandchildren, including their newest arrival, an adopted girl, who was 

―made in China.‖  Roy has served as an EFCA pastor for about 40 years, 

including SPEFC for 22 years and four interim churches since retirement.  (Now 

he is fully retired).  Hildur taught school for a few years before focusing on their 

own family and church work, as a pianist and secretary for many years.  It is 

their conviction that a practical knowledge of God’s word is an essential key to 

growing in our faith; and that small group studies, systematically focusing on 

Bible texts, provide an important opportunity to share questions and then 

discover answers that feed our souls and help us to become ―difference makers‖ 

in our every-day living. 

 

 
 

Bill and Diane Been are long-time members of SPEFC.  They have five children 

and 14 grandchildren.  Bill is employed at the Sauk Prairie School District 

working with at-risk students and still runs the family farm.  Diane is self-

employed.  Both are very active in sports. Bill plays in a tennis recreational 

league in town.   Diane plays softball and volleyball as well as referees the high 
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Roy & Hildur Anderson 

Group Format:  Multi-Generational 

Time:  Thursdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m. 

Location:  1220 Locust Lane, Prairie du Sac 

Contact Information:  643-3203 or 

royandhil@gmail.com  

Bill & Diane Been 

Group Format:  Multi-Generational 

Time:  Wednesdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m. 

Location:  SPEFC 

Contact Information:  546-3073 or 

dianebeen13@hotmail.com  



school girls’ volleyball events.  Bill and Diane became members of SPEFC in 

1983 and have served as youth group leaders, Sunday school teachers, Sunday 

school superintendent, church chair for two years and have been involved with 

AWANA since its inception just to list a few ways in which they have nurtured 

and supported the church congregation.  Join them for a great study! 

 
 

an has worked for the DNR since 1976 and is currently working in 

Fisheries for Sauk and Columbia counties.  Cheryl has worked for the 

Sauk Prairie School District since 1989 as a Computer Technician.  

Together they have four children and two grandchildren.  They have been 

married four wonderful years.  Small groups have been part of their life together 

and they know the impact they have first-hand! 

 
 

 
 

ndy provides for his family be restoring vintage pianos for a shop in 

Madison.  In fact, he enjoys fixing just about any old thing.  Most 

importantly his true passion is helping others in spiritual restoration 

through studying and applying the Scriptures to life.  He has been married to 

Julie for 24 years and has two children in college and a fifth grader at home.   

Their group will be sermon discussion and a little more!  The goal will be to 

encourage one another to apply the Scriptures for real and practical life change.  

It was Francis Schaeffer who said, ―If Biblical doctrine doesn’t direct our lives, 

then the philosophies of this world will.‖  This group is open to all and 

hopefully, will include some from outside the church.  Come and grow with us 

in this small group community! 
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Andy & Julie Kessenich 

Group Format:  Multi-Generational 

Time:  Thursdays, 7:00– 8:30 p.m. 

Location:  Home of Jonathan &  

Alechia Hoeltke,  

264 Park Avenue, Prairie du Sac 

Contact Information:  644-0264 or  

kessenich85@yahoo.com 

Dan & Cheryl Fuller 

Group Format:  Multi-Generational 

Time:  Tuesdays, 7:00– 8:30 p.m. 

Location:  S7927 Stones Pocket Road 

North Freedom 

Contact Information:  963-8775 or  

stonespocket@gmail.com 



 

 
 

es works for a videography company out of Waunakee as an 

editor/producer.  Billie Jo is an RN at St. Mary’s Hospital in the 

obstetrics department.  They have three beautiful boys at home which 

is 20 minutes west of Sauk City.  They both enjoy hunting, fishing and being 

outdoors.  Second to his family, Wes’ biggest love is baseball!  Billie Jo enjoys 

reading and spending time with her extended family.  They have just celebrated 

their 7th wedding anniversary and have already learned a lot about marriage, 

family and how important keeping Christ in the middle of it really is.  They look 

forward to meeting and making new friends through this small group.  Daycare 

will be provided. 
 

 

 
 

ick has worked at McFarlane Manufacturing Company, Inc. in the 

agricultural sales department for 25 years.  Marilyn is a homemaker, 

works with Creative Memories as a consultant and with AFS as a local 

coordinator to arrange for international students of high school age to live with 

local families for the school year.  They have been married 33 years and have 

four children and five grandchildren.  They both enjoy traveling and camping.  

Marilyn enjoys biking, walking, scrapbooking and caring for grandchildren.  

Dick enjoys hiking, reading an is trying to stay fit to keep up with Marilyn and 
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Wes & Billie Jo Larsen 

Group Format:  Young Married Couples/Families  
(20ôs-30ôs year old) Group 

Time:  Group will meet to decide night/time 
Location:  TBD 

Contact Information:  546-2040 or 
bbeen@hotmail.com  

 

Wes & Billie Jo Larsen 

Group Format:  Young Married 

Couples/Families (20-30 year olds) 

Time:  TBD 

Location:  TBD 

Contact Information:  546-2040 or 

weslarsen@hotmail.com 

 

Dick & Marilyn McFarlane 

Group Format:  Multi-Generational 

Time:  Thursdays, 7:00– 8:30 p.m. 

Location:  7130 State Rd. 78, Sauk City 

Contact Information:  643-4775 or 

richardj.mcfarlane@yahoo.com 



the grandchildren.  They both came to know Jesus Christ as personal Lord and 

Savior in their early twenties and have been involved in small group Bible 

studies consistently since that time.  They know the value of the mutual 

edification and accountability that small group participation offers to Christians. 
 

 

 
 

he Radix home is a fun loving place committed to following God  in spite 

of faults and weaknesses.  We would like to have you in our home to 

share God’s love and grace while we discern together how to apply Tim’s 

teaching. 

   Ralph and Meg run several small businesses.  They just moved their oldest 

daughter, Lauren, to college.  Still at home are Becca (15), Greg (13), Mia (9) 

and miscellaneous animals. 

 

 

 
 

om and Connie Sawyer are willing to facilitate a small group at their 

home on Tuesday evenings from 7:00-8:30 p.m. Tom and Connie have 

been part of Sauk Prairie Evangelical Free Church for over 30 years.  

They live on a farm two miles east of Prairie du Sac on Highway 60.  They have 

two children and two grandchildren.   

   Tom works part time at Home Depot in Madison as well as developing a 

raspberry business.  Tom and Connie will work toward building unity in a small 

group with the people who are committed to it. 
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Ralph & Meg Radix 

Group Format:  Black Earth, Mazomanie, 

Mt. Horeb area 

Time:  Sundays, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

Location:  10559 Sutcliffe Rd. 

Black Earth 

Contact Information:  225-5054 (Ralph), 

438-6766 (Meg), or rradix@tds.net 

 

Tom & Connie Sawyer 

Group Format:  Multi-Generational 

Time:  Tuesdays, 7:00– 8:30 p.m. 

Location:  W13702 State Rd. 60 

Prairie du Sac 

Contact Information:  643-6253 or 

tomsawyer300@yahoo.com 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ike has worked in the insurance industry since 1984 and is with 

Schwarz Insurance Agency.  Jane works for the Sauk Prairie School 

District.  They have two children and five grandchildren!  Mike 

enjoys basketball and pheasant hunting in his spare time.  Jane is an avid reader, 

gardener and basket maker.  They have been married 36 years.  They have been 

involved in small groups since coming to Christ in 1981.  Mike and Jane know 

first-hand the impact small groups can have on your spiritual life!  Come and be 

a part of the Saturday Morning Breakfast Club! 

 

 

 

For information on how to get connected with one of 

these small groups, contact any one of the group 

leaders or call the church and speak with Pastor 

Dwight Pulsfus at 643-6064. 

 

All are welcome and may join at any time. 

 
 
 
 

Multiplying Fully Devoted Followers of Jesus Christ  
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Mike & Jane Wood 

Group Format:  Multi-Generational 

Time:  Saturday mornings, 6:30-8:00 a.m. 

Location:  1209 Sunset Circle,  

Prairie du Sac 

Contact Information:  643-3041 or 

mjw1@charter.net 



1375 Lincoln Avenue, Prairie du Sac 

Church Office:  643-6064 

Church Office  e-mail:  office@spefc.org 

Website:  www.spefc.org 

Login: spefc   Password:  multiply 

To submit prayer requests:  office@spefc.org  

mailto:office@spefc.org
http://www.spefc.org/
mailto:office@spefc.org

