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The King in a Trough!  

     Gayle Erwin in his book The Jesus Style poses an intriguing question: òWhat if you were God and wished to 

completely reveal yourself to a planet?  Knowing the awesome disparity 

between yourself and the people of that planet, what would be your first 

act?ó  I think most of us we would pick the òdemonstration of raw 

poweró approach.  You know, reveal your might and majesty through 

some great cataclysmic lightning storm, or a terrible earthquake!   

Impress the little peopleé make them understand! 

     But the pure wonder of Godõs intervention in human history wasnõt 

simply in what He did (God taking on human flesh), but in how He did it.  

Eugene Peterson writes of Jesusõ career: 

òéthe birth of Jesusé was of the humblest peasant parentage, 

in an unimportant town, and in the roughest of buildings. (Jesus) 

made a career of rejecting marks of status or privilege: He loved 

lepers, washed the feet of his disciples, befriended little children, 

encouraged women to join his entourage, and, finally, submitted 

to crucifixion by a foreign power. 

Eugene Peterson, Five Smooth Stones for Pastoral Work (Eerdmans, 1992), p. 231  

     While Caesar Augustus moved his pawns around his 

empire, no one noticed the providential placement of a 

King born in a barn and placed in a feeding trough.  As 

the prophet Micah foretold ages ago: òBut you, O Beth-

lehemé who are too little to be among the clans of 

Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to 

be ruler in Israelé (Micah 5:2)ó  And so it came to be 

that Joseph, with his very pregnant young wife Mary, 

tread wearily into the tiny town of Bethlehem, and while 

there, she gave birth to Jesus òand wrapped him in 

swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because 

there was no place for them in the inn (Luke 2:7).ó 

     (continued on page 2) 
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New Menõs Group Is Being Formed 

We would like to announce that a men's group is being formed.  The group will be led by Bob 
Yocum on Thursdays from 7:00-8:30 PM at the church.  This will be a sermon-based growth 
group as the others with the goal to develop relationships and accountability for building up 
community according to God's word.  I Thessalonians 2:12 says, "...encouraging, comforting, 
and urging you to live lives worthy of  God, who calls you into His kingdom and glory."   

 

If  you are interested in joining the group, call Bob Yocum,  

220-0097 or Mike & Jane Wood at 643-3041. 

The King in a Trough! (continued from page 1)  

Rev. Tim Pietrogallo 

           Jesus didnõt crash into our broken world with overweening power.  The 

Prophet Isaiah described His approach: òHe will not shout or cry out, or raise 

his voice in the streets.  A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering 

wick he will not snuff out (Isa. 42:2-3).ó  Jesus came quietly, in humility, in 

such a way that only the humble would see and the lowly could hear!  Jesus 

came with a whisper!   

This is a wonder worth pondering this Advent season (Luke 2:19)!  Jesus, the 

object and subject of so many prophetic promises, with the royal blood of 

King David flowing through His tiny veinsñplaced in a feeding trough!  As 

one historian pointed out, òHistoryõs greatest figure was born, not in a palace 

or mansion, but in a cavern-stable.ó  (Paul Maier, In the Fullness of Time, p. 32)   

Submitted by Rev. Tim Pietrogallo 
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Growth Group Update  at SPEFC  

The ultimate goal of  a sermon-based small group is simply to Velcro people to the two things they will need 
most when faced with a need-to-know or need-to-grow situation:  the Bible and other Christians.      

Excerpt from Sticky Church by Larry Osborne 

  

Sign-up for sermon-based growth groups for the 2011-12 year was held in September.  After a successful    
sign-up the groups began meeting.  As one group member said, "We want to get to know people better than 
the time on Sunday morning allows.  We knew that being a part of a group was just what we needed to            
accomplish that."   

Leader training was held in late September.  Pastor Tim led the group through various leadership              

concepts. Present growth group leaders and a few possible future leaders were in attendance.   

 

Listed below are details about the growth groups meeting at this time: 

1. Fauhn Breunig, Women's Group, Sundays, 10:30-12 

2. Dick & Joyce Kessenich/Dave & Sue Layden, Multi-Generational, Tuesdays, 6:30 PM 

3. Wes & Billie Jo Larsen, Life Stage of 20-30 year olds, Mondays, 6:30 PM 

4. Dick & Marilyn McFarlane, Multi-Generational, Thursdays, 7:00 PM 

5. Ralph & Meg Radix, Multi-Generational, Sundays, 6:00 PM 

6. Ty & Kerry Schmitt, Multi-Generational, Sundays, 6:00 PM 

7. Mike & Jane Wood, Multi-Generational, Mondays, 7:00 PM 

Shortly after sign-up, another Multi-Generational group was added.  That group is being led by Dwight & Joy 
Pulsfus on Thursdays at 7:00 PM.  They began meeting November 5.   

    

 Who Is This Motorcycle  Mama? 

She has been a member of SPEFC since 1996.  Married 29 years, one son, 

one daughter; one granddaughter, and no pets.   

Her family has been very active in the church since the children were young, 

never missing activities of the church family .  They have a quiet lifestyle, en-

joying their church family, as their family members live about two hours (or 

more) away.  In fact, her daughter says she has five moms because the church 

members are considered so dear to their hearts. 

Joyce McEachron and her husband, Russ,  went on a 3,000 mile journey this 

last summer to Yellowstone Park on their Harley.  This picture was taken in 

Wyoming.  The second bike belongs to friends they were traveling with. 

Whatõs next for Joyce?  They are planning another long trip this summer, 

Lord willing, on their òHOGó.  Letõs wish them easy riding and a wonderful 

trip.  May God go with them! 
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AWANA Registration/Penny Carnival Held September  
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UPCOMING AWANA ACTIVITIES  

November 23   No Club  

December 14   Christmas Store    5:30 p.m.  

December 21   Christmas Program   6:00 p.m. ð7:30 p.m.  

December 28   No Club  

January 4    Club resumes  

Christmas Is Approaching Fast!   

AWANA Clubbers started earning AWANA bucks on November 1 by memorizing Bible verses.  This is a wonderful 

time for Clubbers to use their AWANA bucks to purchase gifts at the AWANA Christmas store on December 14 

starting at 5:30 p.m.  The store gives the Clubbers a chance to purchase gifts for parents, siblings, etc.  There will be 

volunteer gift wrappers waiting to wrap those gifts quickly to keep  them secret until Christmas!! 

¶ Donations can be dropped off in the box located in the foyer.  Gifts for men are especially needed. 

¶ Anyone who can help wrap gifts on December 14 starting at 5:30 p.m., please contact Red and Lori Kessenich at  

      544-4600. 


